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Biography 

 

I was born in Washington, DC, grew up in New Jersey, and now live in Burnaby, 

British Columbia. 

 I never wanted to be a writer. I wanted to be dancer. Unfortunately, I wasn’t 

talented enough to dance professionally, although I did have a brief but glorious 

career as an amateur dancer with the Question of Balance Dance Company in 

Nelson, BC. 

 I became a special education teacher and began my writing career in my early 30s by writing 

educational stories for children about the environment and energy conservation. I loved writing the 

educational stories and decided to try writing a “regular” story. My first book, Dusty, was published in 

1983, and I’ve continued writing since then. I’ve published 14 books for children and one adult non-

fiction book, and I have enough ideas in my head to keep my going for another ten years.  

 In addition to writing books, I write school materials, reports, magazine articles, booklets, 

speeches and all kinds of publications. I also teach creative writing classes at Simon Fraser University and 

Douglas College 

 Looking back, I can see that it was my love of reading that filled my head with stories and led to 

my becoming a writer. Somehow I was able to take the creativity that I loved in dancing and channel it 

into writing. I still love to dance and take a jazz class once a week! 
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